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The Mission of the 
Canadian Coast Guard 


The Canadian Coast Guard is an 
integral part of the Canadian Marine 
Transportation Administration within 
Transport Canada. It is directed by a 
Commissioner and has its headquarters 
in Ottawa. Through its fleet of some 
160 vessels, it performs such water- 
borne activities as icebreaking, search 
and rescue, maintenance of aids to 
navigation and fishing zone patrol. Its 


other responsibilities include marine 

accident investigation, regulations for 

ship safety (hull, machinery and elec- 
trical standards), approval of ship 
design plans, periodic inspection of 
vessels, training requirements for and 
the examination and certification of 
ship's personnel, provision of the civil 
marine communications network and 
vessel traffic management systems, 
pilotage services and the prevention 
and, where necessary, clean-up of 
maritime pollution. 

These responsibilities fall into three 
major areas: 

e to ensure that maritime shipping has 
access to Canadian ports: 

e to ensure that ships in Canadian 
waters are in seaworthy condition; 

e to ensure that an appropriate degree 
of control is exercised over ships 
navigating in Canadian waters. 

In carrying out these responsibilities, 
the Coast Guard’s primary aim is 
safety at sea. 


Introduction 


The Canadian Coast Guard College, 
located at Point Edward on the South 
Arm of the harbour at Sydney, Nova 
Scotia, opened its doors to the first class 
of officer cadets in September, 1965. 

The purpose of the college is to train 
Navigation and Marine Engineering 
Officers of high calibre for careers in the 
Canadian Coast Guard. Apart from the 
academic and nautical aspects of the 
three-year course, leadership develop- 
ment is stressed. The training is bilin- 
gual so that men and women from both 
linguistic groups can, upon completion 
of training, serve efficiently in vessels 
anywhere in Canada. 

The studies cover a wide range of 
subjects within the disciplines of naviga- 
tion and marine engineering. Upon 
graduation, the cadet can look toa 
career leading not only to positions of 
senior rank in the Coast Guard afloat 
but, eventually, if he or she chooses, in 
the many branches of government ser- 
vice ashore concerned with Canada’s 
civil marine activities. 


Careers in the 
Canadian Coast Guard 


The Canadian Coast Guard offers a 
lifetime career for young men and 
women in a branch of the Public Service 
concerned with marine matters, par- 
ticularly safety at sea. 

After completing their courses at the 
college, graduating cadets are appointed 
as junior officers in Coast Guard ships. 
Here they will serve as watchkeepers, 
either on the bridge or in the engineering 
department. As they rise in rank and 
assume greater responsibility, they will 
be assigned to different kinds of ships 
where they will broaden their experience 
and perfect their skills in navigation 
or engineering, and develop their 
qualities of leadership and management 
in order to qualify for more senior ap- 
pointments in the Coast Guard. 


The young navigation officers will be 
responsible for the safe navigation of 
the ship at sea and for the routine man- 
agement of port activities. Their duties 
will include icebreaking, Arctic naviga- 
tion, maintenance of buoys and bea- 
cons, landing supplies in isolated areas, 
rescue work and all the other manifold 
day-to-day duties of the Coast Guard. 

The young engineering officers will, 
in the same manner, be responsible for 
the safe and efficient operation of the 
ship’s machinery-and will gain profi- 
ciency in operating and maintaining 
high-power steam, diesel, turbo-electric 
and diesel-electric machinery systems. 

Although a career in the Canadian 
Coast Guard is essentially seagoing, 
officers may be required from time to 
time to serve in one or another of a 
small number of shore appointments in 
Rescue Co-ordination Centres and 
operations rooms, and will also be able 
to compete for administrative and tech- 
nical positions in the Public Service 
ashore where a seagoing background 
and qualifications of the type devel- 
oped in the Canadian Coast Guard are 
required. 


Training 


The training period is divided into 
two sections: three years at the college 
and an indefinite time with the fleet. 

The academic year is divided into 
three terms. The first two take place in 
the classroom and the third takes place 
either at sea or in the machine shop. 
The last week of each term is set aside 
for examinations. There are four weeks 
of vacation. 


Admission 
Requirements 


The applicant must be, or submit 
evidence of intention of becoming, a 
Canadian citizen. 

Applicants must have successfully 
completed secondary school (accord- 
ing to provincial education standards) 
and have taken courses in college pre- 
paratory mathematics (algebra, geo- 
metry and trigonometry), physics and 
French or English language. 

No facilities are available for mar- 
ried cadets. The intensive course ex- 
cludes the possibility of frequent leave 
and marriage should not be contem- 
plated during the training period. 


Application Procedure 


Application forms and additional 
information may be obtained from your 
guidance counsellor or from: 

Staffing Officer, 
Cadets — Coast Guard, 
Transport Canada, 
Tower A, Room 1217, 
Ottawa, Ontario, 

K1A ON7. 

Applicants will be required to write 
two or more admittance tests and ap- 
plicants who succeed on the written 
tests will be given a personal interview. 
Candidates are then classified and the 
top-rated group is selected for the 
college. Other acceptable candidates 
are placed on an alternate list. 

Selected candidates must undergo a 
medical examination, at government 
expense. Successful candidates will 
receive a list of designated medical ex- 
aminers near their home localities. The 


Department of National Health and 
Welfare will examine the medical reports 
and determine the applicant’s physical 
suitability for a career in the Canadian 
Coast Guard. 

Arrangements will be made for appli- 
cants to take the Transport Canada eye- 
sight examination prior to the first term 
of instruction. Failure in this examina- 
tion will disqualify cadets from becoming 
navigation officers. 

Before final appointment, each cadet 
and his or her parents or guardians will 
be required to sign an agreement. This 
agreement will contain commitments on 
the part of the cadet and the parents 
or guardians in consideration of the 
training, allowance, and other prerequi- 
sites as outlined below: 

(a) Cadets will not be withdrawn from 
the cadet training plan nor will they 
leave the department, without the 
permission of the Minister of 
Transport, for a period of at least 
six years after joining the Coast 
Guard as cadets. This involves ap- 
proximately three years as cadets 
and three years as officers with the 
fleet. 

(b) Cadets will adhere to the discipli- 
nary procedures, general routine 
and regulations of the Canadian 
Coast Guard College. 


(c) Cadets will provide themselves with 
underwear, footwear, recreational 
and other clothing as required by 
and in accordance with the mini- 
mum standards of the Canadian 
Coast Guard. 

(d) Cadets will be responsible for their 
own medical, surgical and optical 
welfare and associated expenses. 

(e) Cadets will agree to serve wherever 
assigned or transferred as cadets 
or ship’s officers in the Canadian 
Coast Guard or in any other govern- 
ment organization. 

(f) The Minister of Transport may dis- 
continue the employment of a cadet 
if at any time the latter, for any 
reason, fails to meet the standards 
of the Canadian Coast Guard. 

(g) The training allowance received 
from the Government is to be re- 
funded if the agreement is termi- 
nated at the cadet’s request any 
time after the first six months of 
the program. 


Obligations 


Upon joining the college, cadets must 
abide by the Canadian Coast Guard 
regulations and the standing orders of 
the college. 


Leave 


Like all Coast Guard officers, cadets 
are entitled to annual leave at times 
which suit the training program. This will 
normally mean one week at Christmas 
and three weeks during the summer. 


Benefits 


Cadets receive: 

(1) amonthly allowance for personal 
expenditures while attending the 
college; 

(2) travelling expenses from home to 
the college on first joining; 

(3) free board and lodging, which is 
taxable at a normal rate; 

(4) free tuition, text books, and uni- 
form; 

(5) return travelling expenses from the 
college to home once each year by 
the most economical route, less 
$25.00 (this will normally be 
provided during either the Christ- 
mas or Summer recess); 


(6) coverage by Government Em- 
ployees Workmen’s Compensation 
both as cadets and as continuing 
employees; 

(7) eligibility to participate in the 
Public Service Superannuation 
Plan and the Group Surgical- 
Medical Plan of the Public Service 
of Canada, and for benefits pro- 
vided under the Workmen’s Com- 
pensation Act. 


Organization 


Officers of the Coast Guard fleet are 
expected to take part in many activities 
apart from their normal professional 
duties. Itis, therefore, of great impor- 
tance that cadets be thoroughly prepared 
for their role of ‘‘officers,” in the full 
sense of the word. 

The college directs its attention to 
moulding the cadets’ characters and 
preparing them to be the leaders of 
tomorrow. Cadets must develop a deep 
sense of responsibility, discipline and 
loyalty and acquire a “‘team spirit”’ which 


will help them work towards a common 
goal. In order to develop a neat appear- 
ance, a pride in their uniform and a 
“take charge’’ attitude, cadets receive 
drill instruction and take part in 
“Morning Divisions.” 

Twice a year, cadets’ officer qualities 
are assessed by instructors under 
the categories of ‘appearance’, de- 
portment”’ and “attitude to training.” 
This assessment is calculated as a per- 
centage and is included in the term 
report, along with a similar assessment 
for physical education. Marks for both 
the academic and the officer training 
programs make up the general average 
for promotion. 

In order to create a nautical atmo- 
sphere slanted toward life in the 
Canadian Coast Guard, buildings on 
the campus are named after ships 
in the service, such as; ‘“‘Montcalm,”’ 
“Sir Humphrey Gilbert,” ‘‘d’lberville,”’ 
“Labrador,” and so on. 

As ina ship, cadets are granted 
“shore leave’ and are expected to keep 
their ‘cabins’ ship-shape. Nautical 
terms are used to a certain extent about 
the campus, to reinforce the cadets’ 
introduction to the seagoing milieu. 


Academic 
Requirements 


The aim of the academic curriculum 
is to combine, in a series of well- 
planned disciplines, intellectual training 
of sufficient depth, breadth and quality 
to prepare the cadets adequately for the 
demands of their chosen profession. It 
is also directed toward ensuring their 
capacity for future self-improvement 
through further study. 

Subjects range from literature and 
history to naval architecture and thermo- 
dynamics. These are outlined ina 
separate booklet. 

Tne college library is one of the best 
marine libraries in Canada and contains 
a large number of English and French 
texts. 


Examinations 


Examinations take place at the end of 
each term. Cadets whose marks are 
too low may be put on probation or 
recommended for release. A minimum 
of 60 per cent is required for all college 
subjects. 


Physical Education 


Physical education is considered 
essential in training future Coast Guard 
officers. The college does not aim to 
develop sports heroes but rather to 
create a competitive spirit and an 
“esprit de corps” while attaining the 
goal of ‘‘a sound mind in a healthy 


body.’’ Among the sports available are 
hockey, basketball, volleyball, soccer, 
softball, swimming, badminton, sailing, 
gymnastics and judo. 


Leadership 


Officer Cadets are given the oppor- 
tunity to act In positions of leadership as 
cadet leaders and class leaders, as 
well as being instructed in governmental 
and departmental organization. They 
are put on a duty roster, similar to the 
security watch system aboard ship. In 
this way they share the off-hour respon- 
sibilities of running the college as it 
applies to the student body and for 
safety and emergency routines. 


Uniform 


The cadets will be issued with the 
proper Canadian Coast Guard officers’ 
uniform, which must be worn on 
Campus and may be worn for shore 
leave. 


Church 


Students are invited to attend the 
church of their choice in the community. 


CROSS TRAINING 

Although cadets chose to become 
either Navigation or Marine Engineering 
Officers, every effort is made to give all 
cadets a complete understanding of a 
ship’s operation. This is done through 
cross training in college and afloat; its 
importance is increasing with the 
coming of automation and the con- 
sequent possible reassessment of 
officers’ duties and responsibilities 
aboard vessels. The navigation cadet 
will take courses in elementary engi- 
neering. 
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CAMPUS LIFE 

A modern cafeteria-style dining room, 
well-furnished lounges with record 
players and television sets, a library and 
reading room are at the disposal of 
cadets, as is a canteen run by cadets 
under staff supervision. 

Recreational activities are primarily 
the students’ responsibility. The area 
offers excellent winter skiing, both 
Alpine and cross-country. The college 
has sailboats available for recreational 
hours, when the weather is suitable. 
Clubs are organized for a variety of activ- 
ities, including chess, bridge, debating, 
badminton and other sports, as well as 
the highly-popular motorcycle and auto- 
mobile repairs. For convivial, relaxed 
evenings there is a wet mess, The Chez 
Nous, which is run by the cadets. 


Graduation ceremonies normally take 
place on or about the first of June. 
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